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fumu* still provide care 5 th commumity shat people
otherwise coutan’t afford o aat,

“They just made an ove all statement; they reaily
don’t know ail the fact Colunga said, “They jusi,
made a statement based on, 'afhat Was happening
nationwide. [fyon really want to be more specific, you i
should looic af the community and the povulation Hv- |
'szm{'hat comimunity,

“Right now with the avallabiiity of the ruraj health |
clinic, we're able to provide specialty care for foilks who
'vmﬂa nave o leave town for services lile card iclogy,

orthopedics, . deurology and zpemmwlaooy . I we
\ilcil’lL have a sncmal‘m clinic, people would have ¢ wen

o l‘d()aesmm fresno, and they \V()mdaave noguaran-
eethata Dhym cian will accept them.” i
Merced C Jounty public heaith d director Michael Ford

pointed out that there - e actually several different
designations for ruy al health clinics. He said the fate of
qoamtai—owned health clinics fike & amily Practice ig
aaart from another debate thats | Deen sunmamlc“ m
d Courlv recently, over o proposal o Wﬂh'n Vg
& Health Professionaj ohorzag@ Area designation
f-‘V(—'I‘Vthe‘L"E‘ m the county except in the e Gustine area.

That. he said, would prevent some health ¢ centers
rom being able to recruit primary care physicians
‘mmm) the National B Health 5 Service oms m which
doctors repay their medical-schoo) loans by working
lor a coupie 01 years In underserved areas, I

Allin all. Ford agreed that the current criteria for |
inbeling areas are obsolete, 7%u be said foderai b aeas
rats tend 30 locked into hiaci. -eNA-Witite rdes
that they don tlook at the realities of each commumity

“We're such mpoverished county, and we
frankiv do have o problem with access w0 care,” Ford
said. “Franidy theyre using some flcxch~cmd~wtuw

ambers and some old ¢ guidelines. Jugt ! necause the
population Zrows 'mfz st bacause the aumber of
‘-Whvcsiciaz ’ {
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