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Mike Sullivan, executive di-
rector of Merced Family Health
Centers, said the Supreme
Court decision regarding feder-
ally funded family planning ser-
vices will not affect the Patter-
son Medical Clinic.

"As far as we are concerned il
will be business as usual,” Sul-
livan said. "I don't think it af-
fects us because we do not re-
ceive the specific Title 10 funds,
even though we do receive other
federal funds and we do provide
family planning services.”

The Supreme Court Ttuling
upheld regulations governing
the Title 10 program, which
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funds about
rionwide for helping low-inc:
women with family planning.
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edged. "We try to give the full
breadth of the contraceplive
picture.”

The clinice get additional
funding from the state. This fis-
cal year, Merced Farmily Health
Centers Inc. got a $76.000 base
grant from the state Olfice of
Family Planning.

Governor Pete Wilson wants
o boost the funding statewide
by $10 million and allocate an-
other $15 million to fight
teenage pregnancy and sub-
slance abuse among pregnant
womern. v

If the state legislature fulfills
Wwilsorrs request, Sullivan will
apply for some of the money be-
cause the clinics see a lot of
these cases.

"There is going to be a nega-
tive outcome if the child is going
to be abused during the preg-
nancy (when the mother takes
drugs,)" Sullivan said. "I don’t
wnow how exactly we will
(design the program.) We may
work with the schools or we
may iust beel up (the educa-
tional level) of our stafl.”

While pro-life groups praised
the Supreme Court, Sullivan
thought the decision a poor way
to deal with a highly sensitive
moral and ethical issue.

"It was an extremely poor de-
cision.” he said. "It seems thal
anv time you restrict kxnowledge
it will work against you in the
long haul. [t really hurts the
most vulnerable group in the
countlry.”
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