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Roving health clinic-
getting back-on' track,
but lacks full fiinding
By MICHAEL MELLO
BEE STAFF WRITER

MOM had to go away for a
while; but she’s coming home
soon. .

MOM is the-common. name for
the Medical Outreach Mobile; a

clinicon wheels, It roves Stanis-
laus County serving people —

such as expectant mothers —

who otherwise ‘couldn’t ‘get to
medical care,
The* Waterford Seroptimist

Club started the program:in1993;,

as a way to-get prenatal care to

women inrural areas. It came to.

a halt in December, when the
Stanislaus County Health Servic-
es Agency had.to slash funding
for some-clinics:.. - .

Last week, the Stanislaus.

County Children-and: Families
Cominission ‘unanimeusly: rati-
fled a.contract with Doctors Med-
ical:Center:Foundation to. bring
the roving clinie back, underthe
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receiver
prenatal.care:
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operation -of the Golden Valley
Health.Center,

The commission’s- action pro:
vides $1453%80for the MOMobile,
about'half of what the-program.
needs to operate for:tha: next
16 months; The:commission; g
tablished- hy. Proposition 10 in:
1998, decides How:tosperidtobac-
co-tax money for pfograms that
‘benefit. parents and childr#n::
yaunger than.5.. ;

“Here was what we saw was a
‘valuable service,” said Dr. John

maun. and ‘Stanislaus County’s
public health officer.

In a poverty-stricken- area

such:as'this-one;“the-uninsured. .
and underinsured are a signifi: -
cant issne,” Walker said, adding.
that regular-health careis criti-

cal; especially for young chil-
drenand-pregnant women.

“#*Forevery dollar spent on.pre-.

vention, you save $6 on treat-

ment;™ treatment that-often-.is -

given«in-the-county’s: crowded

emergency rooms; Walker-said. .

“Here:is an;oppertunity:to inter-

vene: It's a-double-winfor every: -
- Walker; the.commission’s-chair-7 one:” '

Now the Doctors Medical Cen-
ter Foundation, which is
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charged . with. MOM’s upkeep, is
working  to- fill ,the gaps in
MOM's funding.. The: organiza-
tion.has:received.donations. of
several thousand. dollars from
the Bright  Family Foundation
and..the Modestoand North
Modesto Soroptimist-clubs. But
it:can nsesa:lot more; said Steve |
Spriggs, DMC Foundation’s exec-
utive director:

“We're:looking. to-the.commu-
nity to:step up:andifelp.us-out;”
“The:mobilé-clinic is‘receiving
a $12,000 face-liff, including new
upholstery; and should be-voam-
ing the county again soon.

MOM'started.out.as-aprenatal .
care center, buthassince.grown
to- include most-medical- servic-

. €8, including Baby-checks; immu-

nization and: first- aid, Spriggs
said. ' .

“We-don’t turn:anybody away
for: services. We-will ‘get ‘them
intothesysternone way.oranoth-
er,” Spriggs‘said.:

To—dunate:tusthesMDMix-'program;
call-the Doctors: Medical:Center
Foundation;:527-3412:

Bee staff-writerMichael :Mello
can be-reached: at 578:2235:0r
mmelio@madhee.com, '




, The
2 Modesto Bee

STANISLAUS COUNTY

MOM MOBILE CEREMONY: A rededication ceremony is
pianned Thursday for MOM, the Maternity Quireach Mobile that is back
on the road, serving Stanislaus County residents — such as expectant
mothers — who otherwise could not get to medical care. The
Waterford Soroptimist Club started the program in 1993, but a lack of
funding grounded it last year. in February, the county Children and
Families Commission unanimously ratified a coniract with the Doctors
Medical Center Foundation to bring the roving clinic back, under the
operation of Golden Valley Health Center, and it has returned fo
operation. The rededication event is set to run from 11:30 am. to
1:30 p.m. at the Golden Valley Heaith Genter, 1114 Sixth St., Modesto.
The event is free and open to the public.
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The Modesto Bee’s opinion is expressed
in the editorials on this page. The
opinions expressed in columns, letters
and oartoons are those of the
authors and artists.

Letters to the Editor:

# Should be 200 words or less.

# May be edited and republished in any format.
@ Become the property of The Modesto Bee.

& Must include name, town, phone number.

& Should be addressed to: Letters, The Bee,
P.0. Box 5258, Modesto 95352; e-mailed to
letters@modbee.com or faxed to 578-2207.
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MOM is nearly back on her wheels. The Medical
Outreach Mobile had been the only contact with
health-care professionals for some of Stanislaus
County’s poorest kids and pregnant women. MOM
was knocked off the road in December when county
funding ran out. Doctors Medical Center Foundation
and Golden Valley Health Centers rode to the rescue
with continued staffing, but money was needed to
pay for maintenance, gas, etc. On Tuesday, the
Stanislaus County Children and Families
Commission coughed up $145,680 — enough to get
the giant RV over the last hurdle. The money comes
from special fees placed on the sale of tobacco
products. MOM resumes her visits next month.




