Jeannette Lopez Ayala, M.D.
Making A Difference in Merced

By
Irene De La Cruz

Ms. Jeannette Lopez-Ayala was born and raised in Merced. When she graduated from medical
school she did not hesitate to come back to her hometown to practice her medical profession. "l love
the community of Merced. This is a great place to live, work, and raise a family”. says Dr.Lopez-
Ayala. "
The deciding moment for Dr Lopez-Avala was when a counselor in high school asked her what she gy
wanted to be  When she responded by saying that she wanted to be an x-ray technician or a med- M% 2
ical assistant. the counselor asked her again. in a most poignant manner. What do you really want to Lk i L
be?! he asked her as he pounded his fist on his desk. Taken by surprise she quickly responded from her heart.....a medical doctor!
Then he said. "then do it!" ‘

In obtaining her medical degree it provided her with an opportunity to. not only prosper. but to contribute to her hometown of Merced and
the surrounding communities. She came back home where she started her career as a general family doctor. For the past fifteen years
she has been providing affordable medical services for the farmworking community and the general public. Presently she works for the
Golden Valley Health Centers at the Vierced location.

Dr. Lopez-Ayala lives n Merced with her husband Joe Ayala. who is a K-5 elementary school counselor at one of the local schools in the
Merced City School District. She has three children: Nicholas ("Nico"), age 14: Siana. age 11: and Graciela,. age 4. ltis family and
faith that means everything to the Lopez-Ayala family. "My father and mother made it a point for my siblings and | to appreciate the con-

cept of family Itis definitely a part of my Hispanic heritage”. says Lopez-Ayala

Mow. together with her husband. Joe. they both pass on the tradition of instilling a strong faith and the Hispanic heritage to thelr children
Dr Lopez-Avala stated that it is important tc "give back" to the community where you live Ta provide others with the opportunities to
succeed. 10 make & difference’

Jeansite Lopez Ayala. Doctora
Haciendo Una Diferencia en Mercad

Por
frene De La Cruz

3ra. Jeanette Lopez Avala nacio v se orid en Merced. Cuando se gradud de la escuela meédi-
~a ella no vaciioé en regresar 2 su pueblo & prachicar su profesion medica. Yo amo 2 ia comt
nidad de Merced.” "Es un gran lugar para vivir, trabajar, y para crar una familia”, dice Dra
Lopez Avala.

Dra. Lopez Ayala se decidié cuando un consejero de una escuela secundarnia le pregunto
que queria ser {en su vida). Cuando eila respondid que queria ser un tecnico de radi-
ngrafia o un ayudante medico. &l consejero le pregunto otra vez. en una ma;wera muy inten-
sa. "'Qué quieres ser realmente!”, &l le pregunto, como el golpeo el pufio en su escritorio. Le

S]c?gllc')’;,aor sorpresa. que ella respondio rapidamente del corazon.. una doctora”! Asi que él le dijo. I"Entonces -
hazlo"

EnhObtener su grado médico la proporciond con una oportunidad a, no solo prosperar. pero para contribuir a su pueblo de origen de

Merced y a las-comunidades circundantes. Ella regreso a su pueblo donde empez6 su carrera como una doctora de famma‘ Par los

aitimos quince afos ella ha estado proporcionando 108 servicios médicos economicos para la comunidad de trabajadores v al publico en

Eﬂenere;. Actualmente, ella trabaja para los Centros de Salud de Golden Valley (Golden Valley Health Centers) en la ubicacion de
erced.

Dra. Lopez Ayala vive en Merced con su €sposo, Jose Ayala. que es un consejero de una escuela primara en el Distrito Escolar de la
deald de Merced. Ella tiene tres nifios: Nicholas ("Nico") de 14 afos. Siana. de 11 afios, v Graciela, de 4 afos. Es lafamiliay la fe
que significa el todo para la familia Lopez Ayala. “Mi padre y mi madre lo hicieron un punto para mis hermanos y yo de qpreciar ei con-
cepto de la familia: “Es ciertamente una parte de mi herencia hispana’, dice Lopez Ayala.

Ahora. junto con su esposo. Jose, los dos pasan la tradicion de inculcar una fe fuerte v la herencia hispana a sus ninos. Dra. Lopez

AY H -
Ayala md|co_ que es importante regresar a la comunidad donde uno vive. 'Para proporcionar a owos las oportunidades de truinfar....para
hacer una diferencia'




